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(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/US00/1 61 83 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)): 
Description, pages: 

1-36 as originally filed 



Claims, No.: 

1-37 

Drawings, sheets: 

1-12 



as originally filed 



as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 
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□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

III. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

1. The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non- 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application, 
claims Nos. 27. 

because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination (specity): 

JS the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements beloW) or said claims Nos. 27 are so unclear 
that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 
see separate sheet 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

□ no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. . 

2. A meaningful international preliminary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide 
and/or amino acid sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative 
Instructions: 

□ the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

□ the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

IV. Lack of unity of invention 

1 . In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 

□ restricted the claims. 
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□ paid additional fees. 

□ paid additional fees under protest, 
neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

2. □ This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied and chose, according to Rule 

68.1 , not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 i; 

□ complied with. 

□ not complied with for the following reasons: 

4. Consequently, the following parts of the international application were the subject of international preliminary 
examination in establishing this report: 

□ all parts. 

the parts relating to claims Nos. 1-27. 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-26 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-26 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-37 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 



VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 
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see separate sheet 
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1 Unity (IV) 

1) The application does not comply with the requirement of unity of invention according 
to Article 3(4)(iii) and Rule 13.1 PCT. 

The following separate inventions or groups of inventions are not so linked as to form 
a single general inventive concept which would be expressed in terms of 
corresponding special technical features in the sense of Rule 13.2 PCT. 

Invention 1: 

Claims 1-27 relate to a family information system to create value-added family 
information. 

Invention 2: 

Claims 28-33 relate to a method for developing consumer understanding information 
relating to family lifestyles. 

Invention 3: 

Claims 34-37 relate to managing family information involving converting voice and 
text information. 

The only features which are common to the independent claims relate to control 
module, data file, user interface or family information which are known or do not 
involve an inventive step as discussed below. 

2) In the absence of any response from the applicant to the invitation to restrict or to pay 
additional fees, the international preliminary examination is now restricted to the first 
invention corresponding to claims 1-27. 



2 Conciseness (VIII) 

The various definitions of the invention given in the independent claims 1 7 and 27 are 
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such that the claims as a whole are not concise, contrary to the requirements of 
Article 6 PCT and Guidelines C-lll, 5.1 PCT. 

The claims should be recast to include a single independent claim in any one 
category with dependent claims as appropriate, Rule 6.4 PCT. 

The formulation of the claims additionally gives rise to an objection of a lack of clarity 
according to Article 6 PCT, since the repetitions and the variations in wording make 
it unclear what the applicant considers the essential features of the invention, thereby 
making it unduly difficult to determine the matter for which protection is sought. 



3 Non-establishment of opinion (III) 

Claim 27 is not examined in view o the above clarity and conciseness issues. 



4 Novelty and Inventive Step (V) 

The subject-matter of claims 1-26 does not involve an inventive step. 

a) Claim 1: 

Control module, data file, user interface are usual components of an information 
system. 

The mere nature of the information being family information does not involve an 
inventive step. 

Creating value-added information by combining information from various sources is 
usual. 

b) Claims 2-5: 

Retrieving, accessing, sending, obtaining information are usual operations of an 
information management system. 

c) Claims 6^9: 

The conditions in which the central control module obtains information do not seem 
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to be disclosed in the prior art. However a technical problem solved by the features 
of these claims could not be identified. 

d) Claim 10: 

Determining information according to information in a file is usual. 

e) Claim 1 1 : 

A data storage for storing a file is usual. 

f) Claims 12-14: 

Voice recognition system, messaging, reminder function are known in the field of 
information management systems and their mere presence does not involve an 
inventive step. 

g) Claims 15-16: 

Considering a part of a system as internal or external to the system may be viewed 
as a mere presentation issue. 

h) Claims 17-25: 

The features of the method claims 17-25 have been discussed with the system 
claims 1-15. 

i) Claim 26: 

Forwarding information is usual. The time constraints of claim 26 are vague and are 
required in many systems. 

j) The applicant should formulate a technical problem over the prior art and explain 
how the problem is solved by the features of the independent claims. 
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5 Further Unity Objections (IV) 

Once the claims corresponding to invention 1 have been analysed, it appears that 
invention 1 should be divided in multiple inventions. 

The structure of the system claims 1-16 is the following. 

Claim 1 describes an information management system with usual components in 
general terms, such that the subject-matter of claim 1 does not involve an inventive 
step. 

Claims 2-16 all depend on claim 1 and no common feature could be identified in 
these dependent claims. Moreover these dependent claims do not seem to relate to 
a common technical issue. 

Thus it is considered that the subject-matters of the dependent claims 2-16 are not 
so linked as to form a single general inventive concept which would be expressed in 
terms of corresponding special technical features in the sense of Rule 1 3.2 PCT. 

The independent method claim 17 and the dependent claims 18-26 have the same 
structure as the system claims and the same remarks apply. 

Thus it is considered that the subject-matters of the dependent claims 18-26 are not 
so linked as to form a single general inventive concept which would be expressed in 
terms of corresponding special technical features in the sense of Rule 13.2 PCT. 



6 Formal Remarks (VII) 

a) The apparatus and the method claims should be made consistent. 

b) The independent claims should be cast in the two-part form in accordance with 
Rule 6.3(b) PCT. 

c) Reference signs in parentheses should be inserted in the claims to increase their 
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intelligibility in accordance with Rule 6.2(b) PCT. 

d) The description should be made consistent with the claims for each invention. 

e) The summary of the invention should refer to an apparatus and a method 
provided by the invention according to claims 1 and X. 

f) Embodiments no longer covered by claim 1 should be excised from the description 
or designated as not embodying the invention. 

g) The prior art document D1 should be acknowledged in the description and the 
relevant background art disclosed therein should be briefly discussed in accordance 
with Rule 5.1(a)(ii) PCT. 

h) The statement relating to the "spirit" of the invention at page 36 of the description 
should be deleted in accordance with Article 6 PCT and Guidelines C-IM, 4.3a PCT. 
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